
18 MONTH ROADMAP
TIPS FOR THE JOURNEY OF NAVIGATING THE FIRST 18-MONTHS OF BEING A NEW GRADUATE

Others who have been where you are going gathered these tips to help you be intentional and focused about your growth and prog-
ress.  Key areas: walk, work, mission, community, personal management, finances, etc. These tips are not exhaustive nor meant to be 
done all at once.  Add.  Adapt.  And, tell us what works for you!  

PERSPECTIVE

SENIOR YEAR

•	  Learn how to share your faith through your personal testimony, 
Soularium, Perspectives, and the “Sometime” question.  

•	 Explore Everystudent.com to learn how to answer hard spiritual 
questions

•	 Explore the LifeonMission site for stories to inspire and for after 
graduation resources to help you/friends.

MINISTRY SKILL BUILDING
Using the “5 Things” Tool

•	 Watch the 5 Things video (5 min) 
•	 Ask a recent graduate, a staff or your Bible study to help you 

make a 5 Things Plan, and invite them to give you feedback
•	 Identify a couple of elements of  “go, do, say, and give” in 

your Plan
•	 Explore the Decision Making Suite
•	 Watch the Surrender, Servant, Steward Video
•	 Watch the Future Options Video
•	 Fill out the Future Options Worksheet with a friend  

Using the In-Transition Groupzine
•	 Work through In-Transition Groupzine articles with a group 

or on your own

PLANNING

O TO 6 MONTHS

•	 Review, update and pray through your 5 Things Plan
•	 Skype/Google hangout with your key 2-3 friends from your 

Senior 5 Things Plan once a month
•	 Create a written personal weekly schedule. (You can use Calen-

darpedia or  the Passion Plan)  
•	 Schedule a regular/creative time to meet with the Lord each 

day (use commute times)
•	 Add friends, family, coworkers, neighbors, etc. to your          

Missional Map and pray for them each week 

PLANNING
•	 Create a profile on MyCru App. Download the App in the App 

Store.
•	 Watch 2 videos (2 min each) about Finding a Good Missional 

Church  
•	 Seek out the City Staff or Community in your area
•	 Ask someone you trust to recommend a good church in your 

area. 
•	 Read Finding Christian Community After Graduation
•	 Find a Coach or Mentor at Alumni Connect.
•	 Make friends with your co-workers and take time to learn about 

them. Join your company’s Facebook Group and search favorite 
book category for “Bible” and see who comes up. Send them a 
message and introduce yourself.

COMMUNITY

STEWARDSHIP
•	 Develop a personal budget; some good tools: Every Dollar Bud-

get Tool or The Crown Planner
•	 Make a repayment plan to get out of credit card debt and student 

loans using one of these tools.: Crown Financial, Financial 
Peace,    Quicken

http://www.cru.org/us/en/communities/campus/lifeonmission/living-missionally.html
http://everystudent.com
http://www.cru.org/us/en/communities/campus/lifeonmission.html
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/53189f41e4b0ee73efed7b5a/t/53405ed7e4b02233d743c913/1396727511326/The_Gospel_and_Sex.pdf
http://www.cru.org/pledge.htm
http://www.cru.org/us/en/communities/campus/lifeonmission/decision-making-suite.html
http://vimeo.com/126406951
http://vimeo.com/135749442
http://www.cru.org/content/dam/cru/communities/campus/future-options-chart.pdf
http://crupress.com/products/intransition/
http://www.calendarpedia.com/weekly-schedule-word-templates.html
http://www.calendarpedia.com/weekly-schedule-word-templates.html
http://www.passionplanner.com/
http://www.cru.org/content/dam/cru/communities/campus/new-missional-map.pdf
http://www.cru.org/campus/lifeonmission/living-missionally.html
http://www.cru.org/campus/lifeonmission/living-missionally.html
http://www.cru.org/communities/city.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HJ5APWb7Ulf60kurNFiFVMic1IXcl0lkubJT0Yj5TIQ/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.establishalumni.com/what-we-do/
https://www.everydollar.com/
https://www.everydollar.com/
https://planner.crown.org/
http://www.crown.org/FindHelp/Personal/Calculators.aspx
http://www.daveramsey.com/articles/content-center/category/lifeandmoney_debt
http://www.daveramsey.com/articles/content-center/category/lifeandmoney_debt
http://www.quicken.com/


6 TO 12 MONTHS

•	 Continue the steps from 0-6 months
•	 Review and update your 5 Things plan
•	 Review In-Transition articles and your notes
•	 Update or Make a Missional Map to pray for neighbors, co-workers 

and work related needs.

MAINTENANCE

INVESTING IN YOUR WORKPLACE
•	 Ask God to open doors and grant you favor at work. 
•	 Consider your actions and attitudes at work -- Your consistency in 

your walk will make your verbal witness carry more weight. 
•	 Identify meaningful ways to encourage and invest in your co-workers. 

Check out these ideas for the workplace.  
•	 Begin to invite co-workers and neighbors into biblical communities 

you are involved with.

•	 Purchase and go through the 210 Project with your 2-3 key 
friends.

•	 Strengthen Your Biblical convictions on dating, marriage and 
sexual purity. 
•	 Boundless has a number of resources and articles. 
•	 Walking in the Light: A Study on Sexual Purity, distributed by 

The Navigators.  
•	 “The Gospel and Sex” by Tim Keller is a great article on a 

Biblical perspective of sexuality. 
•	 The books Flesh (for men) and Fantasy (for women) have 

been written to help you begin to have conversations either 
with a group or individuals about sexuality.

MINISTRY SKILL BUILDING

1-2 YEARS

•	 Continue the steps from 0-12 months
•	 Review and update your 5 Things plan
•	 If you’ve done the 210 Project, do your SOLO day and go over 

your 210 MAP with 2-3 friends

MAINTENANCE STEWARDSHIP
•	 Avoid credit card debt. Limit debt to home loans and occasional-

ly a car loan if necessary. 
•	 Managing your desires and finances well from the beginning frees 

you up for a lifetime of ministry.
•	 Starting regular retirement saving in your 20s can compound to 

large amounts by your 60s. 
•	 Meet with a Christian financial advisor.  You can check out     

Kingdom Advisors.   
•	 Learn how to invest your finances through an organization like 

Sound Mind Investing

•	 Actively engage in Biblical community.  Plug into a small group, 
volunteer at church, attend a class or study at church. 

•	 Invest in others:  Lead a small group with co-workers or neighbors, 
or find 1-3 people you can mentor or coach. 

•	 Read Tangible Kingdom Primer by Hugh Halter and consider using 
it for small group Bible Study

COMMUNITY

CHECK OUT MORE RESOURCES ON 
LIVING MISSIONALLY AND DECISION MAKING

cru.org/campus/lifeonmission
Contact us with your suggestions at allyson.moody@cru.org

http://www.cru.org/content/dam/cru/communities/campus/new-missional-map.pdf
http://www.cru.org/us/en/communities/campus/lifeonmission/missional-coaching-toolbox/30-simple-ways.html
http://www.210project.com/cru 
http://www.boundless.org/
http://shaw.navigators.org/shaw_navigators_org/media/Documents/Bible%20Studies/Walking-in-the-Light-Men.pdf
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/53189f41e4b0ee73efed7b5a/t/53405ed7e4b02233d743c913/1396727511326/The_Gospel_and_Sex.pdf
http://crupress.com/products/flesh/
http://crupress.com/products/fantasy/
http://kingdomadvisors.com
https://soundmindinvesting.com
http://amazon.com/Tangible-Kingdom-Primer-Missio-Publishing/dp/B002PJARWU/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1534430511&sr=8-1&keywords=Tangible+Kingdom+Primer

